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CONFIDENTIAL THE HAGUE 5787 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINS, PFOR, NL 
SUBJECT: VC- 10 HIJACKING 

REF: TUNIS 7346 

1. DIRECTOR GENERAL OF POLICE FONTEIJN, WHO ESCORTED 
TERRORISTS NURI AND TANIMA TO TUNIS WHERE THEY EXCHANGED 
FOR LAST OF HOSTAGES, TOLD EMBOFFS NOVEMBER 29 THAT 
DUTCH INSISTENCE ON RELEASE OF DUBAI MAINTENANCE MAN 
(PARA 6 REFTEL) MAY HAVE AFFECTED DECISION OF HIJACKERS 

TO REMAIN IN TUNIS. 

2. FONTEIJN SAID THAT DUTCH OFFICIALS WERE LISTENING IN ON 
CONVERSATIONS WITH VC- 10, AND UNTIL DUBAI HOSTAGE 
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RELEASED IT HAD APPEARED THAT HIJACKERS WOULD DEPART AS 
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SOON AS NURI AND TANIMA WERE HANDED OVER. HOWEVER, ONCE 
TANIMA ABOARD AND INVOLVED IN TRANSLATING, IT BECAME 
CLEAR TO DUTCH THAT HE UNABLE TO SATISFACTORILY HANDLE 
TASK. FONTEIJN SPECULATED THAT THIS LACK OF AN EFFECTIVE 
TRANSLATOR MAY HAVE BEEN INSTRUMENTAL IN HIJACKERS' DECISION 
TO DEPLANE IN TUNIS. 

3. IN RESPONSE TO QUESTION REGARDING WILLINGNESS OF 
NURI AND TANIMA TO PARTICIPATE IN EXCHANGE, FONTEIJN 
COMMENTED THAT DUTCH PRISON PSYCHOLOGIST HAD PREDICTED 
THAT TANIMA WOULD NOT AGREE LEAVE NETHERLANDS. (TANIMA 
HAD REFUSED JOIN NURI WHEN LATTER WAS HOLDING HOSTAGES 
IN SCHEVENINGEN PRISON CHAPEL SEVERAL WEEKS AGO.) 

HOWEVER, NURI AND TANIMA DID NOT PROTEST PROPOSAL FLY 
THEM TO TUNIS. FONTEIJN SAID THAT GON IN ANY CASE HAD 
DECIDED TAKE THEM TO TUNIS REGARDLESS OF THEIR OWN 
DESIRES. 

GOULD 
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